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BLACKBERRY AND Mr BOOHOO

Nos anciens élèves débordent de talent !
 ( scroll down to the bottom of the page for Jackie's english translation)
 Comme ça, à brûle pourpoint, « Blackberry », c'est quoi, pour vous ?
 a) Un smartphone   pour cadre techno-geek stressé ? ... perdu !!!

b) ou alors  le Berry noir, nouvelle patrie de la musique bleue, territoire magique où la Couarde et  l'Indre deviennent
des affluents du Mississipi, et où tous les chemins mènent à Bâton Rouge ?... gagné !

Bastien Alzuria, élève  de notre lycée jusqu'en  2003,
est aujourd'hui  Blackberry, la moitié du duo de blues
Blackberry and Mr Boohoo.

Blackberry (guitare slide), et Mr Boohoo, (Frank Bailly, harmoniciste virtuose, accordéoniste influencé par Clifton
Chenier et chanteur fougueux) : deux sorciers vaudous qui connaissent sur le bout des doigts l'art de l'envoûtement
en douze mesures. Ils vous entraînent malgré vous, effarés et ravis, jusqu'à la croisée des chemins où Robert
Johnson a vendu son âme au diable. Ils jouent assis sur des estrades tendues de chaînes qu'ils martèlent du talon
de leurs boots, et très vite, votre coeur se met à suivre le rythme que leur musique vous impose
[Source : myspace.com/blackberrynmisterboohoo]

 J'ai eu le bonheur de les entendre jouer en septembre à Aigurande, au Jay Jay's bar,  le minuscule bistrot de
Jonathan et Jackie. Aigurande, vous connaissez ? Au bord du bayou, au coeur du pays cajun.
 Blackberry, élégant et altier comme un Corto Maltese flambeur,  Mr Boohoo, barbe de taulard et regard de loup. Un
set acoustique, un set électrique. Ces deux lascars sont bien au- delà de la virtuosité voyante. Bien sûr, ils pourraient
banalement  jouer plein de notes très vite, comme tout le monde... mais ils ont mieux à faire que d'épater la galerie.

 Ils possèdent la vraie virtuosité, celle dont on tient la
bride serrée et qu'on ne libère que  le temps d'un
éclair.

 Ils savent que l'art le plus difficile est celui du dépouillement. Ils savent que les musiques qui partent des tripes et
peuvent sembler simples ou même frustres,  sont riches d'infimes variations qui font naître la transe.

[Source : myspace.com/blackberrynmisterboohoo]
 J'ai vu et entendu des choses étonnantes cette nuit de septembre à Aigurande. J'ai vu un public d'ados et d'adultes,
d'Anglais, d'Irlandais,  et de vieux gars venus boire leur bière en  mobylette bleue, crier et taper des pieds, sous le
regard incrédule de la lune et des platanes dont les feuilles se retenaient de tomber.

J'ai vu  une jolie fille se mettre à danser devant les musiciens, et un gros bonhomme quitter le bar pour se
trémousser devant elle, complètement possédé, agitant ses bourrelets tel un sumo qui se prendrait pour Shakira.
 Je suis rentré chez moi et je n'ai pas pu trouver le sommeil avant l'aube.
 Frank Bailly, sorcier vaudoo en pleine incantation !Source : myspace.com/blackberrynmisterboohoo
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BLACKBERRY AND Mr BOOHOO

Our ex- pupils have got talent !

What does ' Blackberry ' mean to you ?
 Is it :
 A) : a smart phone for the techno geeks to get stressed about ?
 or  B)  a new development of 'Le Berry Noir ' with flavours of the Mississippi blue notes and Baton Rouge swamp
blues ?

Are you confused ? Then let me explain a bit more. Bastien Alzuria was a student of our lycée  in 2003 and  is
today,  half of the blues duo 'Blackberry and Mr Boohoo'.

 Bastien Alzuria, the Blackberry half of the duo, (slide guitar) et Mr BooHoo (Frank Bailly, charismatic singer,
harmonica virtuoso and Clifton Chenier-style accordianist  ) bring you the spirit of those mississippi delta voodoo.
They certainly lead you right into the heart of   the magical blues territory where Robert Johnson sold his soul to the 
devil at those famous crossroads.

Like Robert Johnson,  Blackberry and Mr Boohoo
have the blues surging through them from their
fingers to their toes.

 They play fast and 'hot' using their  well worn cuban heeled boots  to stamp out the beat on wooden platforms
covered with chains, as another instrument,  and engulfing you in their world of steaming hot burning blues.

I had the good fortune to hear them at JJ's Bar

 - do you know it ? A tiny bar owned by Jon and Jacky, in Aigurande, but you could have been beside the bayou in
the heart of Cajun country. Blackberry, elegant and charming and proud like Corto Maltese ( a well known French 
cartoon character). Mr Boohoo, sharp and as cool as a wolf !!! They played a set of wondrous acoustic blues and 
just when you thought it couldn't get any better, they burned us up with their electric set. Banal they are not !!! Their
expertise flowed through the air, their fingers dancing across the fret board and the wind of the bayou whistling
through the harmonica as if it was alive, tempting you to follow and lose yourself in the true heart of the blues and the
Mississipi basin.

I saw and heard many interesting things that night in Aigurande. I saw an audience of teens and adults - French,
English and Irish and probably many other nationalities too,  as well as many of the aged locals who arrived  on their
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BLACKBERRY AND Mr BOOHOO

blue « mobylettes »  ( vintage french mopeds from the 70's ! ) and drank their beer and joyfully joined in the good
times which were rocking that little bar. Everyone was tapping their feet and joining in with the music. Outside the sky
was clear and full of stars, the moon was full.   I saw a pretty girl dancing in front of the band, entranced,  soon joined
by many others - including one well built older gent with  muscles like an ox and extremely well toned for his age.He 
took off his shirt - which then precipited a few others to do the same all in good humour and of course good taste.   It
was an unforgettable night. I went home, couldn't sleep, replaying the evening feeling as if I was still in 'The Big Easy'
of the deep south of USA along with everyone at JJ's and still intoxicated by the music of  Blackberry and Mr Boohoo,
and the 'cherry on the cake' being one of them was one of students here at our lycée in La Chatre. Those guys really
did put a spell on us. Incredible.
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